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gﬁiaqumﬁndEﬁsm'shEemu a0 i8 @ junior at the private school in While propanents tout the sites &5 a way

Westlake Village. “This way, you can get to i communication between

Feshemutaklngmim!ageufanew specifics. It's kind of a nifty lﬁt& and parents, the innovalion comes
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Web site lets parents check on students
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at & time when Califfornia 15
faring: its worst budget erisis in
vears, with Gow Gray Davis
proposing cuts of $1.5 hillion in
schools during the next six
months.

Bt if these sitas work the
way educstors envision, they will
ganve Lime and momey, a5 well az
provide a quick, easy way for
parents and shudents to get
information they need,
proponents say.

If parents can ook up their
children’s report cards onbine,
then districts don'L hasve to
spend thousands of dollars
madling them, IF they can print a
copsof their childien's
u-ans;'riFl:a the counseling office
aaves a few minutes finding and
then copyving it If they can find
whien and where the track mesat
will b, someone else s2nes a lew
enirkes om the plhone

It allows parents o have a
timely and easy-foeuze window
into their student’s school

. exxperience,” said Tom Konjoyvan,
director of development at Cals
Christian. “And it allows schoaks
o commmunicate with parents in

" inexpensive, Belway = riglht
to their desktops, mther than
th the mail.”

Still, many administrators
are proceeding cautiously,
partly becatze such Web sles
can be Hme-consuming Lo
meadntain, and in some cazses

expensive to launch,

Many are alse worried about
security issues, They want to
miake sure outsiders can't access
and change student records kept
by the district, And they want to
guarantee that parents amd
students can check only their
own records and no one elsel

Ty puard agamst those
possihilibes, schools that now
bzooe Wil sibes poquine parents to
sign in with a password and user
I, Sites for parents are not
directly linked to the district’s
tecnrds, so outsiders can't get B
them.

“That would be my biggest
COACern: scameons gething access
to 2 student’s information
inappropritely,” said Douglas
Campbell, a software specialist
for the (unard Union High
School District, which is
considering such sites but
doesn’t plan to lsunch any soom.

Cost can also be an jssue,
thomgh many school districts
already have the capacity to offer
sich gervices, For those that
don’t, the sites could end up
paying for themsebvas if they
prove sufficiently popular that
districks cam cuf down on
postage costs, adminisirators
aadd,
While the new technology
might be & more efficient way to
get information ouk, some
students have misgivings, saying
parenis shouldnt be constantly
checking ug on their chdldren as
they approach college,

“With juniors and seniors, it
should be more the student’s
respomsibility B et the work
done," suid Christina Cochran,
12, & sendor al Oaks Christian,
“Bat T akso see the parents” point
of wiew, where they want them
to @at into a good college. It
really depends on the lkid.”

Some teachers have mized
feelings, too.

While many already post
homewnork assignments either on
a Web site they've created or on
a school site, others hesitate to
give up Bime they could devots
to lessoms or famiby

*Tieachers are QR with it, i
1% viduntary, but iF shoubdn't be
mandated,” sad Susan Falk,
president of the Coneio Valley
teachers uniom, “Ies not that
teachers don't want to stay in
eontact with parents, but it just
ome more thing added onto the
list of all the things they already
have Lo el

Sl such sites can prove
popidar with parentz, AL Oaks
Christian, almost half the
parents signed on to the site
within the first few weeks it was
offered. And most of those hawe
checked back severn] times.

O that gdte, called Passport,
parents can teack their childeen's
current grades in any class;
attendance reconds, including
horar many times they'se been
tardy; and eoven how oftes
thuey e talked wath colleg:
represenlatives visiling campis,

They can alzo tailor the
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progran to e-mail them with
reminders an topics that interest
them specifically — when
college represenbativis are
coming Lo campus, for example,
o whes the et sam meet i3,

They can even find maps and
directions to schools whare
upcoming garmes or other events
will be held.

Among public school
districte, Ventura Unified
introduced a similar site this fail
for parents, one of the first in the
county, While the information
available varies by school,
parents can ook up report cards,
transcripts, standardized test
seores and campus news, a2 well
2z oither hasic information,

Ahout 10 parcent of the
district’s parents have wsed the
system so far, said Ted Malos,
directar of technolow:

A fevar loweal districls are
Lrying oul similar sibes at a
couple of campuses before
offering them at every schoal,
Apgoura High School plans to
have § site for parents up by
next month. Tan Conelo Valley
schools — Newhury Park High
and Sequoia Middle School —
will lumech thetr sites 10 Heoe o
pozk firskeemester grades in late
Jamaary,

“Well see what people
actually de with it.” said Richard
Smpson, assistank
superintendent e Conejo Valley
schools, "We have to see if it
wuliks. a5 wiell a5 we think it
wild,”




